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Editorial ........

Integrate and harmonize the intellectuals concerning various disciplines is a
great task in the dynamic world. Meanwhile, International Journal of Academic
Research - A Common Platform of Voice of Intellectuals as Change Agents for
better Society’ has been taking care towards the stare with the well
acknowledged advisory and editorial committee speaks of strong backbone and
its conscious action to deliver the best to the society, state, nation and the world by
its unique features covering the areas of Social Science, Humanities and
Technology. To add to this thought and idea, with the contributors from various
university Professors and institutions of national and international importance, 1JAR
establish its credibility with the continuous effort to deliver the qualitative aspect of
International repute.

IJAR enriches the world by adding the committed dynamic researchers and
wish to utmost cooperation from the readers and intellectuals of institutions,
universities, colleges etc. in improve the journal. IJAR believes that the present Issue
enriches the aim of the journal. IJAR is conveying special thanks and
congratulations to the participants with their valuable writings.

This volume is the glimpses of voice of authors that are enthusiastically
associated with various issues. The present issue is really useful to reference for
multi-dimensional aspects. | am grateful to the paper writers for their valuable
contributions on different dimensions of disciples.

~— o [Cosso

Editor-in-Chief
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ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT THROUGH WOMEN ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN

KARNATAKA, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO MANDYA TALUK

Dr.SURESHA.AL.
Asst Professor & HOD
PG Dept. of Economics Govt. College (Autonomous)
Mandya. 571401

Abstract: Women entrepreneurs may be defined as the women or a group of women who initiate,
organise and run a business enterprise. According to Schumpeter, “Women who innovate, imitate or
adopt a business activity are called women entrepreneurs.” According to the Government of India, a
woman entrepreneur is defined as “an enterprise owned and controlled by a woman and having a
minimum financial interest of 51 percent of the capital and giving at least 51 percent of the
employment generated in the enterprise to women.” But this definition is opposed by the women
entrepreneurs because of the imposition of the condition of employing more than 50 percent women
workers. They point out that this condition is discriminatory. They argue that the enterprises set up by
women should be provided with incentives and support on the basis of their ownership and
management characteristics and not on the basis of employment of women. In a nutshell, we may state
that women entrepreneurs are those women, who think of a business enterprise, initiate it, organise and
combine the various factors of production, operate the enterprise and undertake risks and handle
economic uncertainties involved in running a business enterprise.

Key words; Women entrepreneurs, Gender inequality, Economic Empowerment , Schemes for women.

Introduction social take-off for women from a low

The emergence of entrepreneurs in a
society depends to a great extent, on the
economic, social, religious, cultural and
psychological factors prevailing in the society.
In the advanced countries of the world, there is
a phenomenal increase in the number of self-
employed women after the World War Il. In
the U.S. women own 25 per cent of all
businesses, even though their sales on an
average are less, than two-fifths of those of
other small businesses. In Canada, one-third of
small businesses are owned by women and in
France it is one-fifth. In the U.K., since 1980, the
number of self-employed women has increased
three times as fast as the number of self-
employed men. Women are no longer confined
to the hearth and home. The entrepreneurial
capacity of women has made a mark in many
areas and women have entered the industrial
segment, too. It is time to foster and harness the
entrepreneurship of women in a big way.

According to the second census of
small-scale industries, women entrepreneurs
accounted for 7.7 per cent of the total small-
scale enterprises in India. Though their share is
less than 10 per cent, the heartening feature is
that it is steadily increasing. A stage is set for

development path to an accelerated pace is
achieving a higher level of self-sustaining
economic growth. Women entrepreneurs have
to graduate from a state of dependence of
subsidies/concessions to that of seizing
opportunities as they emerge in an open and
competitive modern economy.

Women are now more cognisant about
their existence, roles and rights. Women
entrepreneurs are those who explore new paths
of economic involvement and contribution.
Women entrepreneurs have been making a
significant impact in all segments of the
economy in Canada, Great Britain, Germany,
Australia and the United States. The areas
chosen by women are retail trade, restaurants,

and hotels, education, cultural, cleaning,
insurance and manufacturing.
Economic Empowerment of Women
through Entrepreneurship

In the early 1980s the United

Nations reported that globally women
performed two thirds of the world’s work,
earned one tenths of the world’s income and

owned one-hundredths of the world’s
economic resources. Instrument of women
empowerment is self-employment or

WwWw.ijar.org.in
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entrepreneurship. Why women are choosing
self-employment or entrepreneurship? One
study revealed that autonomy was rated
high as a means to obtain personal freedom.
This level of «autonomy provides the
opportunities to: (1) Able to make their own
decisions:-decision making indicates the
choice which is the basis of empowerment;
(2) Able to do preferable work- work in
non:- traditional fields implies opening to
more powerful networks, which leads directly
to the empowerment. (3) Attain financial
independence:- financial independence is a
major contributing factor in the
empowerment of women. The following are
the impact of ED on Empowerment.

1. Self-confidence of Women

2. Economic Solvency

3. Capital Building

4. Role of Status
Women  Entrepreneurs and
Development

The role of women in the economic

development of the nation cannot be neglected.
In fact they have to be encouraged and
motivated to take active part in any business
activity. Women occupy a larger share of the
informal economy and also in the micro and
small enterprise sector in India. The acceleration
of economic growth requires an increased
supply of women entrepreneurs. Women
entrepreneurs play the role of change makers
both in the family and also in the society and
inspire other members of the society to take up
such activities. Women entrepreneurs are assets
of the nation as they are engaged in certain
productive activity and also the create job
opportunities for others. This leads to poverty
reduction and minimising the problem of
unemployment.
Capital Formation
Improvement in per capita income
Generation of employment
Balanced regional development
Improvement in standard of living and
Innovation
Objectives of the Study
The proposed study is intended to carry out the
following objectives in view:

Economic

ohwbd =

1. To analyze the trend and pattern of
women entrepreneurship in India and
Karnataka.

2. To analyze the motivational factors & other
factors that influence women to become
entrepreneurs.

3. To examine economic empowerment of
women through small entrepreneurship in
case study area.

Research Methodology

The present study is based upon

Primary and Secondary data. The secondary
data is collected from research books, previous
research studies, research journals, Government.
The collection of the primary data will be done
through questionnaire method. The primary
data collection was done in a very simple
manner. At the very beginning questionnaire
consisting of 26 questions was prepared with
the help of guide. Later data was collected
from various urban market area of Mandya
taluk of Mandya district. Then information
related to the study was collected from 20 un-
organized women entrepreneurs by direct
interview method and observation whose ages
were 18 years & above. After the collection of
required data, each women entrepreneur were
asked to give a signature and also clicked
photographs with their consent to observe their
reaction. In this way the total procedure of
data collection was completed.

Methodology and Sample

Descriptive  survey  method  was
employed in the study. Semi structured
interviews were conducted on the basis of self-
made questionnaire. Primary data was
collected from sample of 60 organized or un-
organized women vendors randomly whose
ages were 18 years & above, at various rural
and urban market areas of Mandya taluk.

Basically the methods used for collecting

primary data were observation and interview.

The information related to the study was

collected using a self prepared questionnaire

by the personal direct interview method.

Entrepreneurs were randomly selected.

Challenges faced by

Entrepreneurship

Women have to face various problems
in both the cases--while entering into any
entrepreneurial activity and also while they are

Women

WwWw.ijar.org.in
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continuing with their business. No doubt even
men entrepreneurs also have to face challenges
but _being a woman‘ or the womanhood has
created certain challenges which the women
have to face exclusively.
1. Conflicts between domestic and
entrepreneurial commitments
Gender gaps in education
Not Being Taken Seriously
Fear of taking risks
Wanting to please everyone
Wanting to be perfect in all tasks
Patriarchal Society
Lack of family support
. Lack of capital
10. Lack of confidence and faith
11. Lack of right public/ private institutions
At present, the Government of India has over
27 schemes for women. Some of these are:
1. Assistance to Rural Women in Non-
Farm Development (ARWIND) schemes
2. Entrepreneurial Development
programme (EDPs)

PPN LA WD

3. Indira MahilaYojana

4. Indira Mahila Kendra

5. Integrated Rural Development
Programme (IRDP)

6. Khadi And Village Industries

Commission (KVIC)

7. Management
progammes

8. Women's Development Corporations
(WDGs)

9. Marketing of Non-Farm Products of
Rural Women (MAHIMA)

10. MahilaVikasNidhi

11. MahilaSamitiYojana

12. MahilaVikasNidhi

13. Micro Credit Scheme

14. Micro & Small Enterprises Cluster
Development Programmes (MSE-CDP).

15. NGO'’s Credit Schemes

16. NABARD- KfW-SEWA Bank project

17. National Banks for Agriculture and
Rural Development’s Schemes

18. Priyadarshini Project- A programme
for Rural Women Empowerment and
Livelihood in Mid

19. Gangetic Plains’

20. Prime Minister’s RojgarYojana (PMRY)

21. RashtriyaMahilaKosh

Development

22. Rajiv Gandhi MahilaVikasPariyojana
(RGMVP)
23. SIDBI's MahilaUdyamNidhi
24. SBI's Stree Shakti Scheme
25. Trade Related Entrepreneurship
Assistance and Development (TREAD)
26. Working Women’s Forum
27. Training of Rural Youth for
Employment (TRYSEM)
Women Entrepreneurship in Karnataka
The women entrepreneurs shape the
economy by creating new wealth and new jobs
and by inventing new products and services.
Entrepreneurship is o state of mind, which
develops naturally, based on her surrounding
and experiences, which her think about life and
career in a given way. The women have
achieved immense development in their state of
mind. With increase in dependency on service
sector, many entrepreneurial opportunities
especially for women have been created where
they can excel their skills with maintaining
balance in their life. Accordingly, increasing
number of women has entered the field of
entrepreneurship and also they are gradually
changing the face of business of today, both
literally and figuratively. But still they have not
capitalized their potential in India the way it
should be. Last five decades have seen
phenomenal changes in the status and work
place diversity of women in India.
Entrepreneurship in Karnataka, to
motivate them in establishing new enterprises
and to upgrade and develop the existing ones
In Karnataka the responsibility of women
entrepreneurial development has been taken
up by the Department of Industries and
Commerce which operates through District
Industries Center (DIC), Technical Consultancy
Service Organisation of Karnataka (TECSOK),
Karnataka Small Scale Industries Development
Corporation (KSSIDC), Karnataka Industrial
Area Development Board (KIADB), Karnataka
State Finance Corporation (KSFC), Centre for
Entrepreneurship Development of Karnataka

Self-

(CEDOK) and Karnataka State  Women
Development  Corporation  (KSWDC). In
October 2010, the KSIIDC set-up a new

helpline for women entrepreneurs. It offers
guidance, facilitates loans and training in
different skills under its new scheme called

WwWw.ijar.org.in
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'Udyogini,’ and also motivates women
entrepreneurs in establishing new enterprises
and to upgrade and develop the existing ones.

This below study deals with economic

in Mandya taluk of Mandya district. A detailed
case study analysis has been presented in this
chapter; the analysis starts with the profile in
district.

MandyaTaluk of

Mandya

empowerment through women entrepreneurship

Case Study Analysis
Table 4.1
Age of the Respondents

Up to 25 01 02
26 to 35 16 27

36 to 45 35 58
46 to 60 08 13
Above 60 00 00

- Tt 60 100.00%

Source: Case Study Analysis
Figure 4.1: Age of the Respondents

Upto 25
Above 60

2%
0% I

From the above table and figure 4.1 reveals that out of total respondents taken for the
study, 58% Respondents are in the age group of 36 to 45 followed by 27 % in the age group of
26 to 35, 13% in the age group of 46 to 60 and 2% in the age group of up t025 and 00% in the
age group of above 60 respectively.

Percentages (%)

Table 4.2
Category of the Respondents
Sl. No Contents Frequency Percentages (%)
1 GM 00 00.00
2 OBC 32 53.00
3 SC 19 32.00
4 ST 09 15.00
Total 60 100.00%

Source: Case Study Analysis

WwWw.ijar.org.in 4
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Table 4.2
Education Qualification of Respondents
SI. No Contents Frequency Percentages (%)
1 Non-literate 01 02.00
2 Able to Signature 10 17.00
3 Up to SSLC 31 51.00
4 Degree 17 28.00
5 Post Graduate 01 02.00
Total 60 100.00%

Source: Case Study Analysis
Figure 4.2 Education Qualifications of Respondents

2% 2%

26%

M Non-literate M Able to Signature d Up to SSLC

M Degree i Post Graduate

From the above table and figure 4.2 reveals that out of total respondents taken for the
study,Education is a major factor which determines the quality of human resources of an area.
Economic development largely depends on the quality of human resource; Education keeps him
aware of various facilities, incentives and policies of the government. 51% respondents were up to
SSLC followed by 26% degree, 02% Post graduate, 17% able to signature and 2% non-literate.

Table 4.3
Annual Income of the Family
SI. No Contents Frequency Percentages (%)

Less than 25,000rs 16 27.00

25,000rs to 50,000rs 39 65.00

50,000rs to 1,00,000rs 05 08.00

1,00,000 to 2,00,000rs (0] 00.00

Above 2,00,000rs 0 00.00

Total 60 100.00%
Source: Case Study Analysis

WwWw.ijar.org.in 5
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Figure 4.3 Annual Income of the Family

ABOVE 2,00,000RS
1,00,000 TO 2,00,000RS
50,000RS TO 1,00,000RS
25,000RS TO 50,000RS ‘ ‘ ‘

LESS THAN 25,000RS ‘ ‘

0 10 20 30

Percentages (%)

40 50 60 70

The above table and figure 4.3 gives the family income of the sample respondents.
65percent of the selected sample respondents reported their family income Rs25,000, to
50,000,27percent of the selected sample respondents reported their family income less than
25,000rs, and only 8percent of the respondents reported their family income Rs 50,000 to Rs. 1,
00,000 respectively.

Table 4.4

Amount Invested in Business
Sl. No Contents Frequency Percentages (%)

Less than 10,000rs 04

10,000 to 25000rs 31
25000 to 50000rs 19
50000 to 100000rs 05
100000 to 500000rs 01

Above 500000rs 00
Total 60
Source: Case Study Analysis

07.00
52.00
32.00
08.00
02.00
00.00
100.00%
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Figure 4.4: Amount Invested in Business

50000 to 100000 to Less than
25000 to 100000rs 500000rs 10.000rs
50000rs 2% g
7%
32%
Above 500000rs
0%

10,000 to
25000rs
51%

The table and figure 4.4 gives amount invested
an Entrepreneurship in the study area. Out of
60 sample respondents, it reveals that 51%
percent of sample respondents belong to
Rs10,000 to Rs25000, followed by 32 %
percent of belongs to Rs. 25,000 to 50,000,
8% percent of belongs Rs. 50000 to Rs.
1,00,000 invested Respectively.

Introduction

This chapter deals with the summary of
the present study, major findings, suggestions
and conclusion of the study. Women
entrepreneurship has emerged as a dynamic
and vibrant sector of the economy.

Major Findings of the Study

This section provides brief findings of
the research work

» The study reveals that there are 00 general,
32 OBC, 019 SC, and 09 ST in this sample
group. In terms of percentage 00 percent of the
entrepreneurs belong to general, 53 percent of
the entrepreneurs belong to OBC and 32
percent of the entrepreneurs belong to SC.

»  The study found that 51% respondents were up
to SSLC followed by 26% degree, 02% Post
graduate, 17% able to signature and 2% non-
literate.

» In this study 65 percent of the selected sample

respondents reported their family income Rs
25,000, to 50,000, 27 percent of the selected

sample respondents reported their family
income less than 25,000rs, and only 8 percent
of the respondents reported their family income
Rs 50,000 to Rs. 1, 00,000.

The survey shows that majority (32) of the
women entrepreneur belongs to small farmer
followed by 22 of medium women
entrepreneur.

The study shows that 77% percent belongs to
single size of the family of the percentage of
sample respondents, and 023 % percent
belongs to joint family of the respondents.

The survey shows that majority (47) of the
women  entrepreneur belongs to newly
established of the sample respondents, and 13
respondents of belongs to family based
established in the study area.

The study found that 52% of the sample
respondent’s got idea from family members,
followed by 22 % percent of the respondents
belongs to friends.

The study reveals that 51% percent of sample
respondents belong to Rs10,000 to Rs25000,
followed by 32 % percent of belongs to Rs.
25,000 to 50,000,

In this study reveals that 32 % sample
entrepreneurs said that women
entrepreneurship leads to economic
empowerment and social empowerment

Out of 60 sample respondents in the study
area, 45% percent respondents have sole
proprietor.

WwWw.ijar.org.in
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Suggestions

» Finance cells ought to be opened in order
that the ladies marketers will get finance
and lotfinancial schemes which are
available to them.

Women entrepreneurs shall have to create
a strong support business network.

Women entrepreneurs should inculcate the
art of balancing life and work.

Women entrepreneurs shall hire a skilled
and efficient employee.

Women entrepreneurs shall have a good

YV V YV V

education in order to have a good
knowledge for running a business.
Women entrepreneurs shall have
awareness in relating their business.
Women entrepreneurs shall know the
market strategy in order to run the

enterprise to have a global reach.

» Women entrepreneurs shall have a proper
and procedural ftraining in order to
enhance theirbusiness.

» Women entrepreneurs shall have a clear
vision ,direction and focus ,so that to have
smoother running of business.

» Women entrepreneurs should have self
confidence and self motivation while
running anenterprise.

» Ensuring the availability of affordable
child care and equal treatment at the work
place to increase the ability of women to
participate in the labor force

5.4 Conclusion

According to the study it has been
observed that Women are very good
entrepreneurs, and prefer to choose the same
as they can maintain work balance in life. Even
though we have many successful Women

Entrepreneurs in our country, but it should be

cross-checked with the real entrepreneurs.

These factors may vary from place to place

and business to business but women

entrepreneurship is necessary for the growth of
any economy whether it is large or small. It is
observable that women entrepreneurs have
proved to be a strong driving force in today's
corporate world. They are competent to
balance their duties of both motherhood and
entrepreneurship but they comprise of almost
half of all businesses owned today. Woman can
pick up a job any day, but if she becomes an

entrepreneur she can provide a livelihood to 10

more women at least.!! Highly educated,

technically sound and professionally qualified
women must be encouraged for managing their
own business, rather than being employed in
any outlets.
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Abstract: The knowledge and practices towards COVID-19 of population in each region may vary
based on their socio-economic characteristics. This was a cross sectional study conducted in two wards
of Thiruvananthapuram Municipal Corporation of Kerala state. The sample size was 100 and the study
group was educated and dominated by females. In the study group, 33.0% had good knowledge, 6.0
% had good attitude and 29.0 % had good practice. Knowledge, attitude, practice was almost
similar across categories of selected socio demographic variables. However education had an effect on
knowledge, attitude, and practice. The reason for universal behaviour of knowledge, attitude and
practice may be due to large scale and centralised provision of health information and propagation of
the same by various government and non government agencies.

Key words: Attitude, COVID 19, Health promotion, Knowledge, Practice.

Introduction

In January 2019 first outbreak of
Novel Corona virus disease occurred in Hubei
Province, Wuhan China'. World Health
Organization (WHO) declared it as a public
health emergency of international concern on
January 30, 20202, Kerala was the first state in
India to get affected by the COVID-2019
corona virus3. COVID-19 has affected day to
day life of the people in our country. This viral
disease affected humans for the first time.
Massive increase in the total number of new
infections and death shows the importance of
prevention of COVID 19 infection.On
15"Qctober 2021 there were 2,03,678 active
cases in India and 4,51,814 deaths had been

reported?. Kerala, currently have more than
11,079 cases and 123 deaths’. India had
started with a proactive approach, intense
information, education, and communication (IEC)
activities and strict containment measures by the
stakeholders but is presently facing a steady
increase in daily new case.

Changing human behaviour is the best

way to prevent COVID-19 infection.
There has been a lot of confusion and
misunderstanding about the Corona virus
spread among the common people. The

knowledge, attitudes and practices (KAP)
towards COVID-19 play an integral role in
determining the behaviour of the
people.Behavioural factors can play a large
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part in stopping the spread of this disease. The
present study provides baseline information
that will be helpful for the better insight to the
proper knowledge about the disease and
prevention of disease among the urban
population of Kerala. It also aims to assess the
knowledge, attitude and practices of COVID-
19 among the people residing in
Thiruvananthapuram  Municipal  Corporation,
Kerala.
Methodology

This is a community based cross
sectional descriptive study conducted among

Results

Maijority of the respondent in the study
were people less than age 39years
(55%).Female respondents were more (52.0%)
and employed and business people forms
47.0%. All respondents were educated where
44.0% were graduates or post graduates.
Generally the study group were young and
literate and follows the religious distribution of
selected wards.
The details are explained in Table-1:-
Table1: Socio demographic characteristics of
the study participants.

the population in a residential area in | Age No Percentage
Thiruvananthapuram Corporation. <20 8 8.0
Obijectives of the study are:- 20-29 25 25.0
(1) To assess the knowledge, attitude and | 30-39 22 22.0
practice towards covid-19 among urban | 40.49 21 21.0
population. 50-59 12 12.0
(2) To study the association of socio 60-69 10 10.0
demographic variables , knowledge, attitude 70-79 2 20
and practice on COVID-19. Total 100 100.0

The participants of the study were Sex
those aged above 15 years and who would

Male 48 48.0

understand the content of the study and agreed

.. . Female 52 52.0
to participate in the study. The survey was
carried out through online platform. Out of 100 Total - 100 100.0
wards of Thiruvananthapuram corporation two Occupation
wards were selected randomly for the study. House wife 20 20.0
From each ward 50 people were selected by | Daily wagers 11 11.0
random sampling. Pretested questionnaire was Business/Employed 47 47.0
used to collect data. Questionnaire consisted of | Other services 22 22.0
four main parts-socio demographic information, | Total 100 100.0
knowledge, attitudes and practices relevant to | Education
COVID-19.There were 9 questions to assess | Higher secondary 36 36.0
knowledge, 12 questions to assess attitude and | Diploma 20 20.0
9 questions to assess the practice. Graduate 31 31.0

Descriptive statistics like proportions Post graduate 13 13.0
and percentage were used for measuring | Total 100 100.0
knowledge, attitude and practice. To find the | Religion
significance of difference t test was used when [ Hindu 81 81.0
there were two categories and ANOVA was [ cpristian 15 15.0
used when there were more than two [“Micim 4 4.0
categories. To classify the knowledge, attitude Total 100 100.0
and practice 33.39 percentile and 66.7t
percentile of the respective scores were found
and scores above 66.6™ percentiles were taken
as good, scores below 33.3' percentiles were
taken as poor and scores in between were
taken as average.
WwWw.ijar.org.in 10
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Table 2: Level of Knowledge, Attitude and
Practice on COVID 19

Maijority had average knowledge
(40.0%) and one third of the respondents had
good knowledge. Attitude was poor for half of
the respondents and only 6.0% had good
attitude. Practice score was good for 29.0%
and 17.0% had poor practice.

Table 3 depicts the association of
selected socio economic variables on
knowledge scores of the residents of the urban

Good Average | Poor

N | % N | % N | %

o o o
Knowledg | 3 33. |4 |40. |2 27.
e 3 |0 0 |0 7 |0
Attitude 6 |60 |4 |44. |5 | 50.

4 |0 0O |0

Practice 2 29. | 5 54. 1 17.

9 |0 4 |0 7 |0

Table 3: Knowledge level on COVID -19 based on socio economic characteristics

Thiruvananthapuram on COVID-19

Variables N Mean | Std. Deviation | Test statistic | p
Age <30 33 14.73 | 2.04 3.62 0.031
30-49 43 14.98 | 1.92
>50 24 13.67 | 1.88
Total 100 | 14.58 | 2.00
Sex Male 48 14.60 | 2.08
Female 52 14.56 | 1.94 0.76 0.452
Total 100 | 14.58 | 2.00
Occupation | House wife 20 14.15 | 2.03
Daily wagers 11 13.09 | 1.81 3.50 0.019
Business/Employed 47 | 14.83 ] 1.95
Other services 22 15.18 | 1.84
Education Higher secondary 36 13.33 | 2.06 13.40 0.000
Diploma 20 14.85 | 1.50
Graduate 31 15.00 | 1.41
Post graduate 13 16.62 | 1.56
Total 100 | 14.58 | 2.00
Religion Hindu 81 14.51 | 2.06 0.293 0.747
Christian 15 14.87 | 1.88
Muslim 4 15.00 | 1.15
Total 100 | 14.58 | 2.00

Mean knowledge in the study group was 14.58%£2.0 . Generally knowledge levels
were higher for those below 50 years.Knowledge levels were almost same for males and females.
Knowledge levels were generally higher for those who are engaged in other services followed by
business people and employed and house wives. Knowledge was more for post graduate
degreeholders, graduates and diploma holders. Among the religious groups Muslim had higher
knowledge. The differences with respect to age, occupation and education were statistically

significant.

Table 4: Attitude level on COVID -19 based on socio economic characteristics

Variables N Mean SD F/t

Age <30 33 22.485 1.6225 .0880 0.916
30-49 43 22.326 1.7958
>50 24 22.375 1.4084
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Total 100 22.390 1.6385
Sex Male 48 22.729 1.7103
Female 59 22.077 1.5191 2.02 0.046
Total 100 22.390 1.6385
Occupqﬁon House wife 20 22.550 1.3945 0.264 0.852
Daily wagers 11 22.636 1.1201
Business/Employed | 47 22.362 1.8466
Other services 22 22.182 1.6514
Education Higher secondary 36 21.833 1.8283 2.47 0.066
Diploma 20 22.550 1.6051
Graduate 31 22.677 1.4465
Post graduate 13 23.000 1.2247
Total 100 22.390 1.6385
Hindu 81 22.296 1.7062 2.08 0.773
Christian 15 22.867 1.1255
Muslim 4 22.500 1.9149
Total 100 22.390 1.6385

The mean attitude score was 22.4
11.6. Generally attitude scores show only slight
variation across the categories of selected socio
economic variables.Young people aged less
than 30 have higher attitude followed by
people aged above 30 years. A significant
difference in attitude score was observed
between males and females, but this is only a
marginal difference.

Table 5 explains about the practice of
urban people during COVID 19. The mean

practice score was 16.1 £1.6. Good practices
were followed by people in the younger age
group compared to those above 50 years.
Practice score towards COVID-19 was more or
less similar among males and females. Daily
wagers had good practice compared to
business people and house wives. Those who
have post graduate education had good
practice than graduates and diploma holders
and it was statistically significant.

Table 5: Practice level on COVID -19 based on socio economic characteristics

Std.
Variables N Mean Deviation | F/t
Age <30 33 16.242 1.3926 0.2330 0.793
30-49 43 16.256 1.7874
>50 24 16.000 1.3513
Total 100 16.190 1.5550
Sex Male 48 16.313 1.8002 0.755 0.452
Female 52 16.077 1.2962
Occupation House wife 20 16.000 1.2140 1.39 0.249
Daily wagers 11 16.727 1.5551
Business/Employed 47 16.362 1.7499
Other services 22 15.727 1.3159
Total 100 16.190 1.5550
Higher secondary 36 15.667 1.5306 2.69 0.050
Diploma 20 16.350 1.3870
Education Graduate 31 16.387 1.6058
Post graduate 13 16.923 1.4412
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Total 100 16.190 1.5550
Hindu 81 16.160 1.4270 1.27 0.284
Religion Christian 15 16.600 1.4041
Muslim 4 15.250 3.7749
Total 100 16.190 1.5550
Discussion of their socio economic status. Like a few KAP
The study was covering wurban  surveys conducted in India and other parts of

residents of Thiruvananthapuram Corporation.
Majority were below 50 years of age and the
study group was dominated by females. The
study group was well educated. Majority were
employed Knowledge was more among
youngsters compared to those above 50 years.
Those in business and employment had more
knowledge compared to daily wagers. A
consistent increase in knowledge level can be

seen in different categories of education,
increase in mean knowledge values with
increase in the level of education. A clear

pattern in mean attitude scores was difficult to
identify with different categories of the
selected socio demographic variables. One
noteworthy observation was that the increasing
level of education can bring an increase in the
mean scores of knowledge, attitude and
practice.

The reasons for almost similar mean
values for knowledge, attitude, and practice
among  different  categories of  socio
demographic variables could be (1) this
disease was new one and the entire population
was exposed to a flood of information
produced and provided by the government
agencies. (2) Kerala had better health
infrastructure facilities equally matched by an
army of health workers engaged in field
activities compared to rest of India (3) because
of high literacy level the people were aware
about the importance of prevention of disease
and adapted to the restrictions placed by the
government to ensure survival and (4) presence
of high proportion of elderly and high
proportion of persons with life style diseases
created an atmosphere conducive to the easy
reception of the health promotion activities. The
media and Non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and youth wings of political parties
made significant impact in spreading messages
across all categories of population irrespective

the globe, our survey also revealed adequate
levels of knowledge, positive attitude and good
practices to prevent the spread of COVID-19
infection®”.  Better educated had more
knowledge and more favourable attitude and
good practice. But this didn't mean that others
were behind, they too joined the movement by
obeying the guidelines given by the
government in the fight against the pandemic.
Conclusion

The present study examined the
knowledge, attitude and practice of people
towards COVID-19. The findings suggest that
the urban population has an acceptable level
of knowledge on COVID-19 and were
generally positive in their outlook. Consistent
messaging from the government and health
authorities played a key role in overcoming the
pandemic. Systematic approach and health
communication through media influenced the
population to acquire more knowledge on the
spread of the diseases and preventive
strategies. The people also modified their
behaviour and acted wisely.
Limitation

As this study was conducted only in
two Wards of the Corporation with smaller
sample size, the findings may not be generalise
with to the entire urban population of Kerala.
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The concept of Entrepreneur:

Entrepreneur is the organizer of
economic  venture, especially one who
organizes, owns, manages and assumes the risk
of the business. An entrepreneur may also be
defined as the economic functionary, who
undertakes such responsibilities, which cannot be
insured or capitalized or salaried. He/She is
one who makes the utilization of available
resources for the creation of economic goods.
Schumpeter defines entrepreneur as an
innovator who is characterized by potentialities
of doing new things or doing in a newer way.
Leibenstien defines an entrepreneur as an
individual or group of individuals, who connects
different markets, capable of making market
deficiencies, expands time-binding input
transforming entities for firms.

No doubt to say that woman is also a
powerful weapon as entrepreneur in different
fields. Participation of women in economic
activities is hotly debated issue now a day for
planners and academicians at different levels.
Now-a-days women are sharing the economic
burden along with her family members. Woman
as entrepreneur will get economic freedom,
which was the idea of pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru; vividly highlight the importance of
economic independence of women.
Women’s participation in
Development as entrepreneur:

Woman entrepreneur is regarded as
a person who accepts a challenging role to
quench her personality needs and to become
economically independent by making suitable
adjustments in both family and social life. They
are constantly on the lookout for new and
innovative ways, which lead to strong economic
participation.  Their adeptness skill and
knowledge, their acumen in business and a
pushing desire to do something positive are
among the reasons for women to establish and
manage  different  organized  productive

Economic

industries and take up challenging ventures. It
indicates the empowerment of women.

It is evident that women constitutes
around 50% of the world’s population, do the
two-third of world’s work hours, receive 10% of
world’s income and own less than one per cent
of world’s property (ILO Report 1980). Women
owned business are becoming increasingly
important in the economies of almost all
countries. To the U.S. economy, they contribute
more than $250 billion annually and create
new business opportunities at two to three times
the rate of their male counterparts.

Women constitute nearly 50% of
national population and are very important
human resources in the Nation’s development.
According to Survey Report on Indian Women,
women entrepreneurs constitute 47% of the
total urban population. The participation of
women in the economy (GDP growth) is as low
as 8%, but the work participation of men was
49.6% during 1980s. In India, according to the
census the female labour force participation,
rated in their total population, is 25.7 per cent
but it is 31 per cent in rural and 11.6 per cent
in urban areas. They are engaging in different
sectors.

Many efforts were taken to improve
the position of women by increasing the literacy
rates. Now, both government and non-
government organizations are taking steps to
promote entrepreneurship among women. But
the results are not in commensurate with the
efforts. A recent study of the Town and country
planning reveals that self-employment is a
powerful motivating factor. It should motivate
her to set up an enterprise.

It is estimated that the invisible work
of housewives contributes nearly one-third of
India’s GNP. Over the last few decades,
women have come forward to establish their
own enterprises. Earlier studies revealed that
economic role played by women couldn’t be
isolated from the framework of development.
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The contribution of women in the socio-economic
development particularly in the rural areas has
been vital. Around 77 % of the total female
population of the country lives in rural areas.
Out of the main workers as many as 80% are
live in rural areas and the percentage of
women engaged in cultivation was 33.2. As
major part of the agricultural operations like
breaking clods of earth, manage wading,
transplanting,  harvesting,  threshing  and
winnowing, women do most of the work of
caring the dairy animals and marketing of their
products. In house hold industries, it is 46%
against the male percentage of 43.7 working
in the same sector. They also extend their
helping hand in other small industries like rope
and basket making, pottery, handloom,
weaving and food processing indicating that
women playing multi-dimensional role in the
society. However except some cases, it is an
indisputable fact that out of more than
370million women in the country almost 150
million are below the poverty line. Hence, the
policies of government should concentrate on
women empowerment and facilitate necessities
through developmental programs to uplift their
economic conditions. In this context central and
state governments supporting entrepreneurship
among women through which women can
overcome their subordination within the family
and the society as a whole.

The national policy for empowerment
of women was adopted in 2001 with the
objective of ensuring women their rightful place
in society by empowering them as agents of
socio-economic change and development.
Empowerment of women is therefore, an
important approach adopted in the Tenth Five-
year plan for development of women. The new
industrial policy has stressed the need for
conducting a special Entrepreneurship
Development Programme (EDP) and some other
programmes  supporting and  promoting
entrepreneurial skills. Government financial
institutions and national banks also have special
cells to assist women entrepreneurs.

The need of Women Entrepreneurship:

Majority of the women population in
Andhra Pradesh living in rural areas without
any financial support and freedom of
livelihood, but they thinks a lot about their

families compared with men. In general, women
in rural areas have an idea of saving in a
spices box. The earnings of husbands are
generally inadequate to sustain the needs of
the family. Added to this, majority of male
members are addicted to various bad habits
such as drinking; gambling etc. Under these
circumstances the meager earnings of male are
not sufficient to provide hygienic food and
better education to their children, leads to
housewife becomes an earning member.

An urge amongst women to provide
themselves, viable economic conditions and
growing confidence in women were cited as the
other reasons which have resulted in more
number of women opting for entrepreneurial
career. The family background of
entrepreneurs influences their occupational
choice. It is often said that families in business
supplies more entrepreneurs than any other
type. Generally no person have desire to opt
new occupation due to the business constraints,
the family contacts utilized by the entrepreneurs
to their advantage.

The government of Andhra Pradesh
has taken up the women empowerment as one
of the strategies to tackle the problem of
economic poverty. The movement of self-help
groups is one of them and there are 319060
SHGs formed during 1992-93 to 2003-04.
Now the cumulative figure is 475646 covering
nearly 53.59 lacks of women. The programme
of SHGs spread over the state and Srikakulam
district is occupied second place in the state. It
is a great virtue in the case of women
empowerment and influences the women
entrepreneurship. In this context, the present
study has concentrated on the factors
determining the growth of women
entrepreneurs through SHGs in the district.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:

In view of the initiatives taken by
women in  various economic  activities,
promotional organizations, the study has
undertaken the following obijectives:

1) To study the growth of entrepreneurs
(women SHG  groups) in the
Srikakulam district

2) To assess the perceptions of women
entrepreneurs regarding availability
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of business opportunities and income

generating activities.

3) To examine the family occupations of
women entrepreneurs.

4) To find the factors determining the
growth of women entrepreneurship in
the district.

DATA AND METHODOLOGY:

The study is based on the sources of
both primary as well as secondary data. The
Srikakulam district was selected for the study
because it is one of the most backward districts
in the state of Andhra Pradesh. The district has
high poverty, lowest female literacy rate, poor
health status etc.(second place in the state).
Secondary data of SHGs has been collected
from Commissioner of Rural Development
(Hyderabad)  Annual Reports of IRDP
(Srikakulam), Chief Planning Officer (CPO),
Srikakulam.

To find out the growth of
entrepreneurs, three mandals were selected
from each division viz., Laveru (Srikakulam
division), Seethampeta (palakonda division)
and Narasannapeta (Tekali division). Six
groups were selected from six villages of three
mandals. It consists 90 entrepreneurs (each
mandal covers 30 entrepreneurs). Information
was collected through predesigned
questionnaire for the study in August 2005.
ANALYSIS OF THE STUDY:

The information of year wise groups
formation and caste wise classification of
groups and total respondents during 1997-
2004. Among the castes BCs are taken first
place by 72.36 per cent during 1997-2004. It
may be because the percentage of BC
population is higher than the other communities.
It con be noted that SHG formation is
absolutely for poorer sections of the society but
the study mainly concentrated on weaker
sections (SC, ST &BC) only.

By social status, among the total
groups SC respondents are 10.41 per cent, STs
are 6.62 per cent, BCs are 72.36 per cent,
OCs are 8.57 per cent and combined groups
are occupied 2.04 per cent being organized in
the district. Total beneficiaries are 268864. The
highest beneficiaries are recorded in the year
1999. However, it is evident from the table that

the formation of SHGs and beneficiars are
declined in the later years.

The main income generating activities
(IGA) are vegetable vending (occupied 12.35
percent in total IGA), Sheep rearing (15.14 per
cent), Fish vending (10.76 per cent), dairy (8.63
per cent), Adda leaves (4.50 per cent),
agriculture (8.23 per cent), labour (3.98 per
cent), small business (3.72 per cent), spinning
(3.32 per cent), stone cutting (2.79 per cent),
papad making (2.66 per cent), wearing (2.66
per cent), cultivation (2.25 per cent), pottery
(1.73 per cent), coconut business (1.73 per
cent), Brooms making (1.59 per cent ), Koir
(1.33 percent ) and the remaining brick making,
basket making, poultry, pickles making, mat
making, flower vending, etc. are registered less
than one per cent respectively in the district. As
is evident from table 2 that 13.88 per cent of
the beneficiaries selected are vegetable
vendors and 12.48 per cent are shepherds. At
the sane time there should be need of
marketing facilities to sale their final products in
the market.

Family occupations and education level of
women entrepreneurs:

The information about entrepreneurs’
family occupations is presented in Table-1. The
information shows that families with business
occupation provided 33 entrepreneurs, which
constitutes 55% of the total. The families with
agriculture contributed 12 entrepreneurs. The
business families were in all kinds of business,
including manufacturing and non-manufacturing,
trading and construction, etc.  Service and
technical work contributed 6 entrepreneurs each
of the total, which constitutes 10 per cent each.

Table-1: Entrepreneurs family occupations

S.No. Type of No. Of | percentage
occupations families
1. Business 33 55%
2. Agriculture 12 20%
3. Service 6 10%
4, Technical 6 10%
5. Profession 3 5%
The relationship between

entrepreneurs’s occupational back ground and
their family occupation is studied in Table-2.
The information indicates that entrepreneurs
with different occupation came from varied
family occupations. The entrepreneurs joining
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business just after completing their studies came
from families in business, technical work,
agricultural and service. The entrepreneurs with
business background came from all types of
families. Similarly, entrepreneurs with other
occupational backgrounds also belonged to
families engaged in varied activities. Only 5

persons out of 16 with agriculture occupation
had their families in a similar activity and only
one person out of 5 with service occupation had
their family in a similar activity. So, the analysis
of information shows that there was no relation
between previous occupation followed by
entrepreneurs and that of their families.

Table-2: Entrepreneur’s occupational background and family occupations

S.No. | Occupational Business | Agriculture | Service | Technical | Profession | Total
background of
entrepreneurs
1. Student 15 2 1 2 1 21
2. Agriculture 8 5 2 1 - 16
3. Business 6 2 2 2 1 13
4. Technical job 2 2 - - 1 5
5. Service 2 1 1 1 - 5
6. Total 33 12 6 6 3 60

Source: Field Survey

The data of educational qualifications
of entrepreneurs for the study area is
presented in Table-3. It has been observed
from the table that 24 entrepreneurs out of 60
of the study of the study area are educated at
primary level, constituting 40 per cent of the
total. 18 SHG entrepreneurs were illiterate,
which constitutes 30 per cent of the total, even
that they effectively organizing the groups.
There are 12 entrepreneurs in secondary
education and 3 each in intermediate and
higher education.

Table-3: Educational qualifications of
entrepreneurs

S. | Type of No. of Percentage
No. | education | entrepreneurs

1. | Primary 24 40%

2. | Secondary 12 20%

3. | Inter 3 5%

mediate
4. | Degree & 3 5%
above

5. | Technical - -

6. | llliterate 18 30%

7. | Total 60 100%

Source: Field Survey

Factors strengthening women
entrepreneurship:

The women entrepreneurs who are
participating in income generating activities

asked to give their opinion as to whether the
women have entrepreneurial opportunities. The
categories of respondents were further asked
to assign ranks to certain factors, which have
brightened prospects of women participation.
Their collective response is indicated in Table-
As is evident from the table that the
respondents ranked income generation activity
as the main reason that has been instrumental in
increasing their participation in entrepreneurial
activities. The findings are not surprising, as the
income generation has always been considered

as an important aspect of an individual
entrepreneur in building her operational
career. In the study area the educational

qualifications of the majority of respondents is
below secondary level education. On the other
side, an illiterate member in the group has not
participate in IGA/entrepreneurial activities.
This was followed by factors such as education
of women as the reason for getting second
rank. Availability of raw material at cheaper
cost is another factor to determine the
entrepreneurship. The relation between activity
and availability of materials is identified at
positive level.

The success of women in various fields
including  entrepreneurship  has  definitely
boosted the morale of women entrepreneurship.
As a result they are actually coming out of the
shadows of their male counterparts and have
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started establishment of their own independent
identities as successful businesspersons. It can be
held from liberty and encouragement from the
head of the house /husband and other NGO’s.
These are final issues in determining the growth
of women entrepreneurship by the ranks 4 as
shown in the table. A perceptible change in the
attitude of the society by way of increased
social freedom and liberty to women has also
contributed significantly in their new role as
women entrepreneurs.
Table-4: Factors determining the women
entrepreneurship

S.No. Reasons Collective
rank

1. Income generation 1

2. Education of the 2
respondent

3. Husband income 6

4. Liberty 7

5. Encouragement to NGOs 5

6. Availability of raw 3
material

7. Market facilities 4

Source: Field Survey

Conclusions:

It has observed in the study that 753
groups are participating in IGA out of 19944
groups in the district. The remaining groups may
be participates in cash business and other
business activities among group members. It
indicate that majority of the groups are not
enter in to IGA according to the study. Among
the categories of IGA activities identified,
68.58 per cent of members are BCs, SCs are
14.32 per cent, OCs are 10.50 per cent and
6.61 per cent are belongs to STs respectively. It
has also observed that Self Help Groups have
been increasing year by year in Srikakulam
District. The growths of SHGs are reached high
level during 1999 when the new programme
SHGY introduced. Now there are 25,169
groups in the district and got second place in
the state of Andhra Pradesh and India. Out of
25,169 groups during 1997-2004, the numbers
of groups occupied were 19944 and 268864
members are benefited according to the
official records of District Rural Development
Agency (DRDA) Srikakulam.

Special efforts have been made in
developing entrepreneurs through systematic

entrepreneurship development programmes.

This has resulted in accelerating industrial
growth in the small-scale sector and also
increasing new employment opportunities.

Special training programmes and efforts to
train and promote women as entrepreneurs is a
recent phenomenon as their contribution in
national economy has assumed greater
importance. Hence the policy makers and
economists should recommend special income
generation programs for women.

However, during the course of
fieldwork it was found that some of the women
entrepreneurs were dummy entrepreneurs.

Those who were totally dummy ones and their
contribution is only lending their names to the
business with a view to avail of certain facilities
and incentives were out rightly rejected. It was
observed that woman entrepreneurs employing
more than 10 persons were found to be quite
concerned while furnishing figures relating to
employment.
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Abstract

Anita Desai's works represents a sense of universal feminist consciousness and
a critical understanding of the obstacles that women in general and her female
characters in particular had to face in their quest for self. This paper explores
the quest for a meaningful life and struggle for existence by the female
protagonist, Monisha . The effects of suppression, depression and silent
sufferings results in the tragic end of Monisha. She miserably fails in adjusting
to the cross-currents in the new environment after her marriage. She becomes a
stranger amidst her large joint family. Her lack of belief in the social taboos and
patriarchal norms make her unfit for the family. The insensitiveness and lack of
support of her husband reduces her to a state of delirium. She struggles for
reconstructing a fliberated individual identity for herself. But due to lack of
confidence and extremely sensitive nature she fails in her attempt. Monisha's

subjugation represents a universal problem of women’s quest.
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Anita Desai is a world famous Indo English writer. In the critical perspective she
can rightly be called as the Jane Austen and Virginia Woolf of India. Her works
deal with the social and psychological problems of Indian women. She depicts
about the inner-world of the characters through exploring the human psyche. In
her works Desai tries to understand closely the plights of her female characters.
She depict different aspects of feminine psyche in her works. Desai portrays
female’s desire of liberty from social and traditional bondages in the patriarchal
society. Her novels deal with feminine sensibility and the turbulent psyche of the

modern Indian women.

Anita Desai’'s Voices In The City (7963), is a story of three siblings Nirode,
Monisha and Amla, two sisters and a brother, struggling to adjust themselves to
the cross-currents of the city of Calcutta (now Kolkata). This paper deals with the
silent sufferings of the female character Monisha and her tragic death. It also
explores the psychological trauma, feminine sensibility, quest for identity, struggle
to establish oneself and perplexities in her life. She has explored various
dimensions of patriarchy and the existential problems. Monisha is a lonely,
sensitive, depressed and tragic character. She becomes the victim of an miss-
matched marriage, just like Maya, in Cry, the peacock. Although, she is an

educated woman well versed with Kafka and Camus, but after marriage her
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passion and interest are overlooked by her in-laws and husband. She has also
achieved scholarly achievements and she posses books that comprises the
works of art of various dialects, but she never gets any appreciation for that,
from her in-laws. She longs for reading the literary gems but scarcely she is left
alone or get time from her mundane household duties. Her longing for privacy

and getting time for herself is thus reflected when she says:

Kalyani di throws open my wardrobe in order to inspect my saris. 'How
many did you get at the wedding?” she asks ‘How many? and sees my
books. The whole wardrobe full of books. To my perplexity, she laughs.. ..
| see that of course she cannot know that there is nothing to laugh at in
Kafka or Hopkins or Dostoyevsky or my Russian or French or Sanskrit
dictionaries. But | wish they would leave me alone sometimes, to read.

(Desai 116)

Monisha differs a lot in her thoughts and attitude from that of her in-laws
family. Her new family believes in middleclass common values. But Monisha
doesn’t believe in these rigid ideas and taboos which makes her unfit for
accepting and adjusting to the realities of life. She has a strained relationship
with her in-laws and also with her husband. Her husband, Jiban is an insensitive
and down to earth person. Monisha finds herself as a stranger in her own family
after marriage. She becomes hypersensitive day by day, just like Maya in Cry, the

Peacock, after being failed to adjust herself with her new family members.
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In the Second Sex Simone de Beauvoir, about women in general, says that: “. ..
she has always been given in marriage by certain males to other males” (446)
Similarly, Monisha’s marriage to Jiban was an arranged one in which her father
chooses her life partner regardless of the fact that in no way he is suitable for
her daughter. Monisha silently accepted the proposal but later she realize her

mistake.

Monisha and Jiban are opposite to each other. She is a refined, sensitive, and
a peace loving person, whereas her husband is an insensitive, moderate, realistic
and conservative person. This results in the marital discontentment. Their
relationship was a mechanical type which has no feelings. It becomes the cause
of great despair on the part of Monisha. Shanta Krishnaswamy points out about
the relationship of Monisha and Jiban that: “While she thumps and quivers like a
finely tuned musical instrument, he is stolid, glum and impervious to her fine
vibrations” (240). Monisha keeps suffering silently and Jiban remains uncertain of
her emotions. P.F.Patil, writes about the marriage of Monisha and Jiban as: “ a
pathetic illustration of maladjustment in a marriage.” (134) Monisha irrespective
of so many attempts fails at adjusting to the environment of her in-laws home.
She remains as a stranger among them. Her marital home does not provide her
comfort and she feels like being captivated in her own home. She gets irritated
of the barred windows that gave her the feeling of a prison. She mention it in

her diary and also about the suffocation she feels within them. “ ...the tiered

balconies - four tiers of them - rise all around us, shutting out light and enclosing
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shadows like stagnant well water ... .Through the thick iron bars | look out on

the other walls, other windows, other bars.” (Desai 109)

The family strictly follows many rituals and customs. Monisha writes in her diary

about her first acquaintance with the family:

... while placing her hand on my head in blessing, also pushes a little harder
than | think is necessary and still harder till | realize what it means and go down
on my knees touch her feet... How they all honor their own feet! More - | lose

count — but many more. Feet before faces here ... (Desai 109)

Monisha finds these rituals meaningless and does not believe in them. She
finds it difficult to practice such rituals and the role for women in that home.
She not only suffers herself silently but also feels plight for the other women of
the house as well as society who tolerates all these rigid, worthless, patriarchal
rules and regulations. She says, | see many women, always Bengali women, who
follow five paces behind their men ... like the female birds in the cages. She
thinks of the women of her own house and their mundane lives. She finds their
life meaningless and without an identity. She gets furious at these women who
doesn't have any choice but to go on living a worthless life, blindly following the

orthodox norms. She utters in great despair:

| think of generations of Bengali women hidden behind the barred windows
of dark rooms, spending centuries in washing clothes, kneading dough and

murmuring aloud verses from the Bhagavad Gita and the Ramayana in the
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dim light of sooty lamps. Life spent in waiting for nothing, waiting for men
self-centered and indifferent and hungry and demanding and critical, waiting
for death and dying misunderstood, always behind bars, those terrifying

black bars that shut us in, in the old houses in the old city. (Desai 120).

Desai talks about one of the mean tendency of the orthodox people of India
who regard woman as incomplete unless and until she becomes a mother. It is
one of the major issues related to women in India who have to suffer if she
fails at providing a child to the husband and his family. Monisha undergoes
much humiliation for inability to bear a child. She is continuously taunted and
accused by her in-laws, for her inability to become a mother. Monisha feels
insulted and helpless when her inability of becoming mother is discussed openly

by her family members:

No, no, the doctor has said it is not the womb. It is these tubes, what do
you call them, Fallopian or Pallopian, what is it — they are blocked . .. ‘the
womb may be in the wrong position, then also an operation is required.

But it is the tubes, they are blocked. (Desai 113)

"

Simone de Beauvoir remarks that, a woman is described as “ a womb,
an ovary,” (36). After marriage, becoming a mother is regarded as the
prime duty of a woman by many and Jiban's family has the same

mentality. When she hears the conversation of her in-laws, while working in

the kitchen, she feels humiliated. Her self-respect is marred. Her utter
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despair can be felt when she says:

Like a burst of feathers, released full in my face, comes the realization
that they are talking of me, my organs, the reason why | cannot have a
child .. . but | stop listening and regard my insides : my ovaries, my tubes,
all my recesses moist with blood, laid open, laid bare to their

scrutiny.(Desai 113)

Monisha starts hating her surroundings, her in-laws and her husband when
they accused her of theft. In order to pay the hospital bills of her brother Nirode,
she takes money of her hushand without his permission as she thinks she has
every right to use her hushand's money. But to her astonishment she was
accused of stealing and to the worse her husbhand also did not support her, she
feels humiliated. At this point she regrets for not being financially independent.
She feels disheartened after listening to her mother-in law's, unbearable taunts.

She expresses:

They think me a thief. To be regarded so low by men and women
themselves so low, it is to be laid on a level lower than the common
earth. | find that 1| am alone here.. .| am willing to live here , a little
beyond and below everyone else, in exile” (Desai 135). Monisha exclaims: “|
opened the door and went quickly in, and on my back felt their white-hot

brand sink in and burn through my skin.: Thief.”(Desai 135)

Monisha wants to take breath of freedom and always thinks of escaping
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from the prying eyes of the family members. She feels happy and relaxed outside
her home. She becomes child-like and her happiness knew no bounds when she
visits a zoo in Calcutta with the children in her family. One can see her delight

when she exclaims:

And for a while | think thereis a place in Calcutta where there is rest, a
relief from claustrophobia. Here the jaruls are in bloom, ... the lake wild
ducks are scattered as thick as dry leaves, and like leaves they crackle
and stir in the wind — why don't they fly out of the city, into the open, |

wonder. (Desai 119 - 120)

Anita Desai has interlinked the images of animals at zoo with the thoughts
and feelings of Monisha. Her wonderment at the wild ducks not trying to fly out
into the open depicts her own desire to break the chaing’, of confinement of her
life and lead a free independent life. Her despair at the fact of not being able to
give birth to a child is clearly felt when she says: “A kangaroo lies on its back
to sun soft honey fur on its bhelly, but its pouch, alas, is empty” (119). This
shows her longing to become a mother. Monisha's failure as a wife, daughter-in-
law and mother, makes her slowly drew away from reality and she feels lonely.
She goes on suffering silently all the plights and false blames of her in-laws.
The lack of support of Jiban, makes her life more difficult. She finds her life
meaningless and unworthy. Jena relating to the situation and married life of

Monisha, rightly remarks that the ‘“ultimate solution to such relationships in
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marriage is the: “ultimate fatality for a woman in a society where everything
including philosophy seems to conspire against her longing for individual freedom”
(37). Monisha desire for an escape but couldn’t get it. She feels as if there is
no ending, no solution to her predicaments and she has to carry the burden of
silent sufferings throughout her life. She writes about her meaningless existence
in her diary thus: “Is this what life is then, my life? Only a conundrum that |

shall brood over forever with passion and pain, never to arrive at a solution?

Only a conundrum - is that then life?” (Desai 125).

Monisha tries her bhest to find a solution to her problems but fails miserably.
Slowly she lose hope and interest in her life and herself. According to N.
Sethuraman, “Fear creeps into her troubled mind and the lack of sympathy and
understanding on the part of others sicken her." He further says, “These fears
sweep upon her in great waves smothering all vestiges and reason and drive her
to the point of no return” (69). Monisha slips away into a state of delirium and
says about herself, “l grow smaller everyday, shrink and lose more and mare of
my weight, my appurtenances, the symbols of my existence that used to
establish me in the eyes of the world. | am already too small to be regarded
much by anyone. | will be invisible yet” (Desai 139). Finally when she could not
tolerate anymore, she ends her life by committing suicide. In her death she finds
the solution of putting an end to the agony that her life was. In utter despair
she takes a drastic step of self — immolation to put an end to her problems.

Desai describes the pathetic death of Monisha:
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When her blouse and sari were soaked, she lowered the tin. Her arms
relaxed a moment, recollecting their strength... .To her astonishment, the
very first match struck fire, and it's clear flame was as straight and golden
as a promise kept. She brought it close to her face so close that she
flinched and dropped it in her lap. The oil soaking her garments responded
with a leap of recognition. Two elements had met and in their embrace
she was caught...she screamed ‘No!, No!, No!" Screamed. Screamed. Fell

uncaonscious. (Desai 240)

In the fictional world of Desai, Monisha remains the most pathetic character.
Her tragic end has a universal significance as many women under societal
pressure, often take this drastic step. Monisha although rebel against the
conventions of the society, but she lacks courage to fight and ends up destroying
her own life. The situation of Monisha presents the social condition of women of
India who suffers in a male dominated world. Women, who attempts suicide due
to endless sufferings and torment in their in-laws home is a matter of great

concern.
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ABSTRACT: Currently, urban unemployment is alarming with drastic scenario. In this regard urban
areas area highly affected by unemployment’s. For this problem several factors are assumed to be in
charge. Unemployment is a situation characterized by the existence of those able bodied persons who
are willing two work but have to do without a job that may give them some regular income.
Unemployment is a universal feature of capitalist societies. Unemployment does not mean, ‘No
employment’. It means ‘Lack of employment’. Unemployment may be defined as state of affairs in a
country where there are large number of able bodied persons of working age who are willing to work
But cannot find work at the current rate of wage level. The research paper objectives are to study on
Urban Unemployment Challenges in India and Karnataka. To study on Urban Unemployment Measures
in India and Karnataka. The researcher randomly selected 60 respondents in Bangalore city. The data
analysis used correlation and t-test. The paper overall positive relationship between unemployment and

economic growth of study area.
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Introduction

Currently, urban unemployment is
alarming with drastic scenario. In this regard
urban areas area highly aoffected by
unemployment’s. For this problem several
factors are assumed to be in charge. These
factors themselves vary from place to place.
Urban areas occupied by numerous residents.
Those residents are mainly jobseekers. Urban
unemployment touches enormous issues include
difficulties related to joblessness, system of
dealing with such difficulties, entrepreneurship
or self-employment tendencies and complexity
of the patterns of urban unemployment
problems. Unemployment is a growing
challenge around the world, though it is not a
full-blown crisis yet. However, when the crisis
comes, it is likely to erupt among urban youth.
While heading off such a calamity will not be
easy, the global benefits of doing so would be
great. As productive and socially responsible
adults, the youth of today and in years to come
could make planet Earth a better place for all.

Since World War Il there has been a
net emigration of over 150 million persons to
urban areas. The scale of this movement, to
which is added a considerable natural increase

in the population of towns (due to a high birth
rate and a reduced death rate resulting from
the age composition of the population), has led
to an extremely rapid growth of the urban
population during this period, which increased
at an average rate of over 4.5% a year. The
750 million jobless in the Third World in 1975
is expected to increase to 1,320 million by the
year 2000. Meanwhile, the number of new jobs
needed is expected to be 630 million in Asia,
250 million in black Africa, 190 million in Latin
America (as compared with 360 million jobs
needed in Western countries). Figures for 1975
show that whereas unemployment as a whole in
the developing countries was 5% of the total
labour force, rural unemployment was 3.6%
and in the towns 8% of the potential workforce
was jobless.

The rapid growth of the urban
population in developing countries is largely
due to rural migrations which, given their social
and economic origin, are less predictable than
are the other two growth factors, fertility and
mortality rates. Some migratory movements are
encouraged by the reality of growing urban
industries, but it is mainly the erratic migrations
from destitute rural areas, motivated by
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despair rather than by definite objectives,
which furnish the greater part of the displaced
peasants flooding the urban labour market in
the cities of Asia and Latin America. Long years
of unemployment gradually undermine their
moral and physical strength and further reduce
their chance for future economic and social
advancement.

Urban Unemployment in India

Unemployment is a common economic
malady faced by each and every country of
the world, irrespective of their economic system
and the level of development achieved. But the
nature  of unemployment prevailing in
underdeveloped or developing countries
sharply differs to that of developed countries
of the world.

While the developed countries are
facing unemployment, mostly of Keynesian
involuntary and frictional types but the
underdeveloped or developing countries like
India are facing structural unemployment
arising from high rate of growth of population
and slow economic growth.

In India’s unemployment rate in urban
areas for all ages was 9.3% in the January.
March Quarter of 2019 Compared to 9.9% in
the trailing 3 Months periods. Unemployment
among those aged between 15-29 years was
22.5% in the quarter ending March 2019 from
23.7% in the preceding quarter.

1) Educated unemployment: The problem of the
educated unemployment constitute a very
serious problem. Out of total numbers of job
seeker, registered with employment exchange,
about 50% are educated unemployed. The
number of educated job seeker, was increasing
at the annual rate of more than 20%. The
educated unemployed were 2.44% lakh's in
1951 and they reached to 224 lakhs in 1991.
2) Industrial unemployment: The exact size of
the industrial unemployment in India is not
known because the necessary data for its
estimation are not available. During planning
period, Industrial sector has expanded and
employment in it has slowly increased. During
lost 25 years, unemployment in the industrial
sector has increased due to failure of small
scale and large scale industries.

Objectives of Study

1. To Study on Urban Unemployment
challenges of India and Karnataka.

2. To examine the incidence, type and
characteristics of urban unemployment in
Karnataka and Bangalore City.

3. To present explanations for
incidence of unemployment.

Hypotheses of the Study

1. There is correlation between unemployment
and economic growth of the Study area.

2. Urban areas are faced unemployment
challenges in Karnataka and study area.

Causes of Urban Unemployment in India

a) Increasing output of Indian universities.

b) Literacy character of education.

c¢) Under developed of economy.

d) Lack of dignity of labour and hunt for the
white collar jobs.

e) More and more expectations.

f)  Lack of training facilities.

g) Lack of vocational
guidance.

h) Joint family system.

Measurement of Unemployment

The ILO definition of unemployment is
based on three criteria to be satisfied
simultaneously:  “without  work”,  “currently
available for work” and “seeking work”.

Accordingly, the “unemployed” comprise all

persons above the age specified for measuring

the economically active population who during
the reference period were: (a) “without work”,

i.e., were not in paid employment or self-

employment as specified by international

definition of employment. (b) “Currently
available for work”, i.e., were available for
paid employment or self-employment during
the reference period; and (c) “seeking work”,

i.e.,, had taken specific steps in a specified

recent period to seek paid employment or self-

employment.

Measures are to

Unemployment

a) Reform of the education with vocational
and technical courses.

b) Repaid economic development.

c) Improving of employment exchanges.

d) Vocational and career guidance.

e) Encouragement to the small scale industries.

the high

and professional

Remove Urban
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f)  Expansion of social services like education,
housing and health services.
g) Aiding self-employment etc.

Remedies to remove Unemployment

1) Rapid economic development is necessary.

2) Labour intensive industry should be
promoted.

3) Spread of new technology in agriculture is
necessary to increase the production.

4) Employment exchanges to be established
throughout country in urban and rural
areas.

5) Adequate financial facilities are to be
made available for self-employment.

6) Establishment of work and training at
places were work opportunities have been
provided.

7) Special assistance be provided to
individuals or small groups of people for
establishing small scale industries and
business.

8) Training facilities expanded in those line in
which manpower shortage at present exits.

9) Active encouragement be given to products
of cottage and small scale industries.

10) Road transport facilitates be developed.

11) Improvement of educational facilities with
training courses is necessary.

12) Private sector industries
promoted than public sector.

13) The government should plan to utilize fully
the human and natural resources etc.

Urban Unemployment in Karnataka

Bucking the national trend, which has
seen a rise in unemployment rates in the last

three years, Karnataka has seen a dip to 0.7%

from 6.4% in January 2016. The only other

state to have witnessed a decline in
unemployment levels is Goa, where
unemployment dipped to 3.7% in August, from

12.3% in January 2016. Other states having

lower degree of unemployment are Meghalaya

(1.6%), Sikkim (2.1%). Karnataka also

performed better than its neighbouring

states of Kerala (9.1%), Tamil Nadu (5.8%),

Andhra Pradesh (3.7%) and Telangana (2.4%).

The number of people unemployed in

Karnataka amounts to just 3,44,292, according

to January 2019 data revealed by the ministry

of  Department of  Skill Development,

should be

Entrepreneurship and Livelihood. Karnataka
had the lowest unemployment rate at 1.2
percent according to Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE) while Tripura had the
highest unemployment rate at 22.9 percent in
March 2019.

Karnataka's unemployment rate
increased 26.3 percentage points, rising to
29.8% in Apr 2020, according to a survey
conducted by the Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE). Over a longer time period,
unemployment has moved from 0.5% in Apr
2019 to its current rate.

Unemployment in Karnataka was
greater than the national rate of 23.5%.
Nationwide, unemployment was highest in Tamil
Nadu, Jharkhand, and Bihar at 49.8%, 47.1%,
and 46.6% respectively. It was lowest in
Punjab, Chhattisgarh, and Telangana at 2.9%,
3.4%, and 6.2% respectively.

About Bangalore City

Bangalore, also known as Bengaluru
(Kannada) is the capital of the Indian State of
Karnataka. Bangalore is nicknamed the Garden
City and was once called a Pensioner's
Paradise. Located on the Deccan Plateau in the
south-eastern part of Karnataka, Bangalore is
India's third most populous city. There are a
number of expats from across the world living
in the city, thanks to the growing presence of
Multi-National Companies.

Today as a large city and growing
metropolis, Bangalore is home to many of the
most well-recognised colleges and research
institutions in India. Numerous public sector
heavy industries, software companies,
aerospace, telecommunications, and defence
organizations are located in the city. Bangalore
is known as the Silicon Valley of India because
of its position as the nation's leading IT
exporter. A demographically diverse city,
Bangalore is a major economic and cultural hub
and the fastest growing major metropolis in
India.

Methodology

The study used both primary and
secondary sources of data. Primary sources
data was collected through the selected
respondents in study area. Secondary sources
of data can use from CSO, NSSO and CMIE
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reports. The researcher used self-structured
questionnaire to collect the primary data.

Data Analysis of the Study

Null Hypotheses-1: There is correlation
between unemployment and economic
growth of study area.
Variables N Mea SD r- Sig
n valu
e
Unemployme 6 | 36.3 | 2.2
nt : 0 |6 4 0.12 0.34
Economic 6 | 34.6 | 3.1 5 3
Growth 0[5 0

The above table indicate that mean value
are 36.36 and 34.65, standard deviation
values are 2.24 and 3.10. correlation r-value is
-0.125 and significance value is 0.343.
Therefore, positive  relationship  between
unemployment and economic growth of the
study area.

Null Hypotheses-2: Urban areas are faced
unemployment challenges in Karnataka and
study area.

Variable N | Mea | SD t- Sig
n value

Unemploym | 6 | 35.2 | 2.2
ent 0 4 5
challenges
in 125. | 0.00
Karnataka 35 0
and Study
area.

95% level of significance

The above table indicate that Mean
and Standard Deviation values are 35.24 and
2.25 respectively. The one sample t-test table
value is 1.98. The testing t value is 125.35 is
greater than table value. So, null hypotheses is
accepted. Therefore, Urban areas are faced
unemployment challenges in Karnataka and
study area.

Results of the Study

1. Positive relationship between
unemployment and economic growth of the
study area.

2. Urban areas are faced unemployment
challenges in Karnataka and study area.

Conclusion

The eradication of poverty requires
universal access to economic opportunities that
will promote sustainable livelihood and basic
social services. The broad alleviation efforts
include provision of food security, land rights,
education, employment, primary health care
services including reproductive health care, safe
drinking water and sanitation. Nowadays the
unemployment is one of the crucial problem of

India.  Particularly technology unemployment

highly increases in Urban areas and seasonal

Unemployment highly increases rural areas.
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Abstract: Raja Rammohun Roy is a great historical figure, who put laudable efforts to transform the face
of India and dared to defy the age-old Hindu traditions. He was the first Indian to use the English
language to communicate his views on religious, social, and political issues. He also was possibly the first
to make Bengali prose his vehicle to communicate his message. The essential message he wished to convey
was that of rationalism and of an anxiety to convey Western advances in knowledge, especially science,
to his fellow countrymen. He thus preferred English to Sanskrit education. His fight against sati was based
not only on a call for humanity but also on a reform of traditional Hinduism and improvement of the

position of women.
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Introduction:

Raja Ram Mohan Roy was a great
socio-religious reformer. He was born in a
Brahmin family on 10th May, 1772 at
Radhanagar, in Hoogly district of Bengal (now
West Bengal). Ramakanto Roy was his father.
His mother’s name was Tarini. He was one of the
key personalities of “Bengal Renaissance”. He is
known as the “Father of Indian Renaissance”. He
re- introduced the Vedic philosophies,
particularly the Vedanta from the ancient Hindu
texts of Upanishads. He made a successful
attempt to modernize the Indian society.

Life History of Raja Ram Mohan Roy

Raja Ram Mohan Roy was born into an
elite Bengali Hindu family on May 22, 1772, in
Radhanagar village of Hoogly district, Bengal
Presidency. He was born to Ramkanto Roy, his
father and Tarinidevi, his mother in the darkest
era in the history of India. At that time, the
country was suffering from numerous socio-
economic and political problems which created
disarray in the name of religions.

He did his schooling in Sanskrit and
Bengali languages in the village school after
which he was sent to Madrasa in Patna where he
learned Persian and Arabic. Later on, he moved
to Kashi to learn the complexity of Sanskrit and
Hindu scriptures like the Vedas and Upanishads.
He learned the English language at the age of
22.

He extensively studied Christianity and
the other religions. This made him realize that
some Hindu traditions and superstitions were
required to be reformed while working for the
East India Company. Apart from this, he was
born into a family with religious diversity which
probably controlled his thinking. Roy was
against the idol worship and propagated the
idea of oneness of God through Brahmo Samai.

He was the founder of the Brahmo
Samaj at Kolkata in 1828. His efforts actually
led to the resumption of the ethical principles of
the Vedanta school of philosophy. He co-
founded the Calcutta Unitarian Society.

The title ‘Raja’ was bestowed upon him
by the Mughal Emperor, Akbar Il. Raja Ram
Mohan Roy was the first educated Indian to
travel to England and went on to become an
ambassador of the Mughal emperor, Akbar Il
Objectives of the Study

1. To study on contributions of Raja Ram
Mohan Roy in Indian society.

2. To study on social reformer of Raja
Ram Mohan Roy in modern era.

3. To understand contribution of Sati
Custom, Women Education and English
Education for Indian Society.

Methodology of the Study

The present used secondary sources of
the data, text books, biography text, journals
and websites etc. the researcher used
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explanatory research design used in the present
study.

Raja Ram Mohan Roy Contributions of Indian
Society

Rajram  Mohan  Roy  Socialistic,
Economic, Ideological and Social reformer in the
field of society. Raja Ram Mohan Roy major
contributions are Indian Society. They are
Ideology of Raja Ram Mohan Roy

Ram Mohan Roy was greatly influenced
by western modern thought and stressed on
rationalism and modern scientific approach. Ram
Mohan Roy’s immediate problematique was the
religious and social degeneration of his native
Bengal. He believed that religious orthodoxies
have become causes of injury and detrimental to
social life and sources of trouble and
bewilderment to the people, instead of tending
to the amelioration of the condition of society.
Abolition of Sati custom:

Ram Mohan Roy was the man who
boldly challenged evils like the Sati and caste
systems. Rammohan Roy openly said that Sati
system was more than murders according to all
Shastra as well as to the common science of
every nation. He protested against the Sati
system inside and outside his home. Consequent
upon this the orthodox community rose up in
protest and social boycott was organized
against him. His life was threatened. It goes to
his credit that he proposed to the Government of
his times to legally abolish Sati which was a curse
on the fair name of Hindu society. At that time
the papers like “Samachar Darpan”, ‘Sambad
Kaumudi’, ‘Bengal Harkara’, Indian Gazette’,
‘Calcutta Journal’, ‘Friend of India’etc. protested
against Sati. To establish the right of women in
their paternal property, Ram Mohan quoted the
Yajnavalkya Smriti and said that women have
rights in their paternal properties. With the
earnest efforts of Ram Mohan, Bentink
prohibited Sati by “Bengal Sati Regulation —
XVII"in 1829 A.D.

Educational reforms of Raja Ram Mohan Roy

Roy did much to disseminate the
benefits of modern education to his countrymen.
He supported David Hare'’s efforts to find the
Hindu College in 1817, while Roy’s English school
taught mechanics and Voltaire’s philosophy. In
1825, he established Vedanta college where

courses in both Indian learning and Western
social and physical sciences were offered.
Women Education of Raja Ram Mohan Roy

Equally able was the Raja’s advocacy
of the education of Women. Although the
concept had already been put forward by
missionaries, it was the Raja who helped to
popularize it among the Hindus. He said that the
women of India were highly educated and that
the education of women was in keeping with
ancient religious traditions and beliefs.
English Education of Raja Ram Mohan Roy

In field of education, Ram Mohan was
one of the first thinkers in India to realize the
value of Western Science, and thought. He
created major opinion in favor of the English
education that could generate a sense of unity
among the Indian educated youths. His ideas of
western education helped the Government of
Lord William Bentinck to introduce European
learning in India.
Literature of Raja Ram Mohan Roy

Ram Mohan’s contributions to other
aspects of social and literary life were highly
valuable. True it is that, Mrityunjoy Vidyalankar,
Ram Mohan Bose, Rajiblochan, Carey etc. had
preceded him in the field of Bengali prose
literature, yet it must be admitted that Ram
Mohan contributed a style and standard which
facilitated the development of Bengali prose as
a vehicle of stories, novels as well as polemical
literature (Banerjee, J. P., 2004).
Language of Raja Ram Mohan Roy

The great contribution of Ram Mohan
Roy to the system of modern education was his
emphasis on the study of modern Indian
languages. He himself gave a great lead in the
matter by writing books in Bengali on Grammar,
Geography, Astronomy and Geometry and he is
considered as the father of modern literary
Bengali prose. His advocacy of the study and
development of modern Indian languages.
Brahmo Samaj’s

Brahmo Samaj's chief aim was the
worship of the eternal god. It was against
priesthood, rituals and sacrifices. It focused on
prayers, meditation and reading of the
scriptures. Basically Brahmo Samaj was started
to expose the religious hypocrisies. Raja Ram
Mohan Roy and his Brahmo Samaij played a vital
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role in awakening Indian society to the pressing
issues plaguing society at that time.

The main aim of the Samaj was to foster
the idea of brotherhood of men since all men are
the creation of the eternal Being. It advocated
for the promotion of charity, morality, piety,
benevolence, virtue and the strengthening of the
bonds of union between man of all religious
beliefs.

Conclusion

Raja Ram Mohan Roy was one of the
few people in his time to realize completely the
significance of modern age. He knew that the
ideal of human civilization does not lie in
isolation of independence, but in the
brotherhood of inter-dependence of individuals
as well as nations. His attempt was to establish
Indian people in the full consciousness of their
own cultural personality, to make them
comprehend the reality that was unique in their
civilizations in the spirit of sympathetic
cooperation.

He was the first visionary in modern
India who spoke for the rights of women, strove
for the spread of the best of Western education,
highlighted the suffering of peasants and spoke
against the oppression by rapacious officials of
the ruling establishment. Roy was also among the
earliest crusaders of the vernacular press and its
freedom, and fought against discrimination on
grounds of race and religion. He was, in fact, the
first modern Indian who spoke in the language
of plurality and secularism. Rammohun Roy, the
father of the Indian renaissance, was truly a
maker of Indio—as an idea, a reality and a
civilization that is wedded to the principles of
multi-culturalism.
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AN ANALYSIS OF PROHIBITION ACT-2006: SPCIAL REFERENCE TO

EARLY CHILD MARRIAGES IN CHAMARAJANAGARA DISTRICT

Latha.B.S
Research Scholar,
Department of Political Science,
J.B.Campus, Bangalore University

Abstract: The Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929, was amended in 1978, where the lawful age of
marriage of girls was increased from 15 to 18 years and of boys from 18 to 21 years. The Indian
Government enacted the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act of 2006 by replacing the earlier legislation
of the Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929, to ensure that child marriage is eradicated from within the
society. Child marriages generally occur due to poverty and lack of education. The objective of this Act
is to prohibit solemnization of marriage where either the groom or the bride is below the marriageable
age (18 years in case of girls and 21 years for boys). To ensure that child marriage is eradicated from
the society, the Government of India enacted Prevention of Child Marriage Act 2006 by replacing the
earlier legislation of Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929. This new Act is armed with enabling provisions
to prohibit child marriage, protect and provide relief to victim and enhance punishment for those who
abet, promote or solemnize such marriage. The research paper main objectives are the to know about
the scenario of child marriage in India and Karnataka, to study the laws related to prohibition of child

marriage act 2006 in India and Chamarajanagara district.
Keywords: Prohibition Act 2006, Early Child Marriage

Introduction

The child marriages are very commonly
seen in India. In India, a lot of girls were married
before the age of eighteen. Most of these girls
were whom in poor socio-economic conditions. It
is considered to be a child marriage when a girl
is married below the age of 18 years. The
United Nations (UN) Women has proposed that
child marriage be defined as a forced marriage
because they believe children under age 18 are
incapable of giving a legally valid consent. It is
to be noted that India has the highest number of
child marriages in the world. It is estimated that
47% of girls in India are married before their
18 years of age. The rate of child marriages
varies between states and are as high as 69%
in Bihar and 65% in Rajasthan.

In India many girls are seen as an
economic burden. So their parents think that
marriage transfers the responsibility to her new
husband after marriage. Poverty and marriage
expenses such as dowry is a major factor that
leads a family to marry off their daughter at a
young age. Factors like controlling girls and their
sexuality is also an influential factor in the
practice of child marriage. Another factor is that
the pressure towards early marriage aims to
minimise the dishonour associated with improper

female sexual conduct, often leading to
marriages arranged around the time of puberty.
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
Under PCMA, the marriageable age
for a female is 18 years and for a male, it is 21
years. A decree of nullity can be obtained by a
girl who has entered into a child marriage within
2 years of attaining the age of 18 years.
Chamarajanagara District
Till 1997, Chamarajanagar district was
part of Mysore district. This new district with four
taluks was formed during 1997 after the
reorganisation of districts in the state. The district
comprises of four taluks namely
Chamarajanagar, Kollegal, Yelandur and
Gundlupet taluks. The district headquarters is
Chamarajanagar town.
Objectives of the Study
1. To know about the scenario of child
marriage in India and Karnataka
2. To study the laws related to prohibition
of child marriage act 2006 in India and
Chamarajanagara district.
Research Questions
1. How to prohibition Act-2006 in effect on
early child marriage in Karnataka and
Chamarajanagara district?
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2. What is Prohibition Act 2006 for Child
Marriages?
Methodology of the Research
The research focus on both primary and
secondary sources of data. Primary data
collected through citizens for Chamarajanagara
residences. Secondary data as collected from

Data Analysis and Interpretation
Table-1: Pertaining to early marriages of girls.

books, journals, websites and Judgement
Reports. The researcher used analytical research
method can be used to analyses the data.
Samples of the Study

The researcher randomly selected 80
respondents in Chamarajanagara district in
Karnataka.

Yes No
Statement N % N %
Bellef§ p.er'rqmlng f? early marriage of girls before 30 37.5 50 62.5
maturity in our family?

The above table indicates that 37.5 percent of respondent’s beliefs pertaining to early
marriage of girls before maturity in our family and 62.5 percent of respondents are beliefs not
pertaining to early marriage of girls before maturity in our family. Majority respondents are
suggested that poverty and financial insecurity reasons.

Table-2: Awareness of Prohibition Act-2006.

Yes No
Statement N % N %
Are you lack of awareness among guardians in
Prohibition Act-20062 6o 730 | 20 25.0

The above table indicates that 75 percent of respondents are you lack of awareness among
guardians in Prohibition Act-2006 in study area and 25 percent of respondents are you awareness

among guardians in Prohibition Act-2006.

Table-3: Awareness of Prohibition Act-2006.

Statement

Yes No

atrocities?

Are you insecurity with regard to violence and

52 65.0 28 35.0

The above table indicates that 65 percent of

respondents are insecurity with regard to

violence and atrocities and 35 percent of

respondents are insecurity with regard to

violence and atrocities.

Results of the Study

1. 62.5 percent of respondents are beliefs not
pertaining to early marriage of girls before
maturity in our family.

2. 75 percent of respondents are you lack of
awareness among guardians in Prohibition

Act-2006.

3. 65 percent of respondents are insecurity
with regard to violence and atrocities in
study area.

Conclusion

A social issue like Child Marriage
cannot be curbed without support from the
society. A lot of work is being done to make child
marriage void ab initio under the Prohibition of

Child Marriages Act, 2006, but Indian society is

very complicated and complex that the

government believe that making child marriages
void will only jeopardise the rights of women
who are victims of child marriage. The
legislations and laws alone cannot serve the
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purpose of prohibiting child marriages unless
and until there is a mere support and backing
from the society.
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Abstract : That the overarching objective of rectifying the ever-evolving world can be achieved through
the antediluvian means of traditional theatre shall only be culminated in hogwash, should a panacea be
not administered without more ado. In a world where flux is the sole survivor of time, this very antidote
can be discovered with the confluence of digital media and experimental theatre. The pioneers of this
unconventional theatre like Bertolt Brecht, Jean Genet and Eugene lonesco and their ultimate aim of
stimulating the thought-provoking nous can explore the virgin territories of the modern day world,
remained untapped fill date, through the state-of-the-art digital technology. Their unorthodox
methods such as shifting the responsibility of a play’s director to the on-stage performer, stoking the
minds of the spectators by pervading through their senses, breaking the invisible, yet invincible, fourth
wall between the play-goers and the stage, and communicating the incommunicable within the contours
of experimental theatre can attain greater heights and embrace wider acceptability in the digital
space, an all-encompassing horizon. The extinct dream of reinvigorating theatre to serve as a pole star
for the society shall definitely gain traction through the marriage between experimental theatre and
the new age digital media. This paper makes an earnest attempt to explore all such perspectives.

Keywords: Bertolt Brecht, Digital Media, Eugene lonesco, Experimental Theatre, Jean Genet,

Stereotype

The modern world where we all live in
today is occupied by many digital media
products, and these products invariably enable
and deliver high class experiences in many
domains, including those that aren’t traditionally
associated with digital media. Theatre and
enacting dramatic performance on stage are
among such spheres of activity which remained
out of reach of the digital technology
revolution. The industries where it has been
implemented are successful because they are
thoroughly engaging, simple to use, even to the
extent of inducing fun in the case of games, and
most importantly, sending the correct message
and delivering the targeted results. Digital
Media is a proper blend of content and state-
of-the-art technology which helps in building
digital media products that require diverse
groups of subject matter experts with niche
skills. It encompasses cutting-edge technical
skills, professional and artistic skills, and above
all, analytical and production coordination
skills. A proper balance of all of these skills
needs to be maintained in a single team, with
every team member aiming towards creating

the best user experience possible. Once this
group is formed, the next step is to start
engaging with the users and interact with them
in a space that is digital in character which
tempers with the quality. Since the end-users
are always tech-savvy in this case, hence in an
extended sense, the whole world has been
transformed into a digital space.

With the aforementioned digital space
enabled with the extensive use of digital
technology, the dwindling trend of traditional
theatre can be revived. And to make it happen,
a little tweak can be applied in dramatic
performances. The themes rightfully highlighted
by the dramatists need not be tempered
whereas the plays chosen for this purpose
should always be dynamic in nature. No other
forms of plays except those in experimental
theatre suit this combination. The major
proponents of this theatre during the modern
and post-modern period include German
theatre practitioner Bertolt Brecht and French
dramatists Jean Genet and Eugene lonesco. Not
only did these dramatists pioneer a noble form
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of drama, but they certainly provided much-
needed impetus to theatrical performance.
Hence, the confluence of experimental theatre
and digital media is the need of the hour to
revive theatre and restore its rightful place in
serving a pole star for the ever-changing
society.

Brecht’'s play The Good Person of
Szechwan is an example of non-Aristotelian
drama, a kind of drama made popular by
Brecht. Greek philosopher Aristotle delineated
the important differences between classical
tragedy and epic in his Poetics; Brecht intended
his new kinds of plays to be performed using
the methods of epic theatre. The fundamental
difference between the two forms lies in the
methods of their construction. In most of the
aspects The Good Person of Szechwan is just
like any other play. The idea of kindness which
is evident in the title of the play is turned out to
be a multi-faceted virtue from the very start.

Brecht is known for his seminal idea of
what he called the distancing effect or
estrangement  effect which compels the
audience to view a play objectively without
getting involved with its emotional content. In
this play, one can pay attention to a unique
occurrence happens at the end of the play, the
epilogue. The epilogue exhorts the audience to
decide on their own about how goodness can
be possible in a world that is intrinsically not
good. The Epilogue encourages the audience to
decide their own ending based on their
individual experience. It acknowledges that
whatever ending may be presented won't be
satisfactory to all. As this matter is subject to
personal opinion, there can’t be anything as a
fixed-ending. The gods are unable to believe
that the world they have created does no
longer subscribe to their rules and hence they
have to change their rulebook to make it
possible for the people to be good in the
world. This unique technique of addressing the
audience at the end of a play is an example of
estrangement or alienation, which forces the
audience to consider and assimilate the play
for what it is rather than drawing an analogy
for their real life. If such pioneer method of
dramaturgy is practiced in a digital space with

proper intent, it will hardly leave anyone

uninfluenced by it.

The innovative method adopted by
Brecht is at its very best at the end of the play
when he employs a player to address the
audience  directly  without resolving the
problems arisen in the play. The epilogue starts
with a player appears before the curtain and
apologetically addresses the audience. Instead
of presenting a solution for the problems
occurred in the play or even proposing a
possible solution, encouraging the audience to
think a solution on their own and implement in
the society will very well be received in current
times, especially for the present-day youth who
look forward to dismantle the stereotypes and
try out their own approaches. Their own
approaches may fail them, but that’s way they
like it to be. Hence, experimental theatre
coupled with digital technology will appeal to
today’s audience like none other.

Taking the trend of experimental
theatre forward post the Second World War,
the French dramatist Eugene lonesco’s
contribution is immense in this field. The futility
or absurdity of human condition is the sole
message one can draw from the just concluded
war. This theme is thoroughly explored by
lonesco through his dramas. His play The
Rhinoceros is all about highlighting the theme of
absurdity. The term "absurd" was originally
used for the first time by Albert Camus in his
1942 essay Myth of Sisyphus. In that essay,
Camus described the condition of the human
being as meaningless and absurd (Esslin04).
lonesco’s  Rhinocerosis a fascinating and
critically much-admired social commentary on
what is absurd about human life and nature.
Just like the abstract theatre artists of the
earlier period, lonesco tries to abstract reality
into comic situations and achieving its terrifying
effects. His use of unusual language, elevated
play structure, and striking symbolism define
the playwright’s rightful place as one of the
leading pioneers in what is known as the
Theater of the Absurd.

The play is a prime example of what
a play in the genre of the Theater of the
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Absurd can be. In the primary level of
signification, it can be thought of a metaphor
where people transforming into rhinoceroses
are absurd. It is more than just a metaphor
within the play, since it is very hard to believe
that people become rhinoceros. It is conceivably
not much of a loss, because the characters in the
play were barely rational to begin with. This
sense of absurdity, the thorough illogicality
within human nature, works vividly with people
because it airs the playwright's concerns about
the core essence of humanity and alludes itself
to a severe critique of dictatorial regimes,
which pretend to look much more rational than
they really are. Davies reviews Eugene
lonesco’s play Rhinoceros and concludes that
absurdist dramatists question the condition of
human beings which is very true and the
conversation among the characters in the play
points at the difference between madness and
absurdity (645). With the advent of digital
media, such experimentation can be suitably
tried and viewers may be encouraged to
provide feedback online instantly. Once a
considerable amount of user feedback is
received in the digital environment, the
dramatist can get a clearer sense of modern
viewers' demand, and can subsequently adhere
to them. This will make theatre accessible to all.

Perhaps the most important theme
around which the plot of the play revolves
around is individuality. More than anything else,
it's individuality that closely underscores the
opposite of the name of the play, Rhinoceros,
used as a metaphor. M'Enesti notes that
“lonesco’s complex view on humanism entails
two fundamental notions: suffering and
wonderment. Suffering engenders a closer
fellowship between human beings, whereas
wonderment allows for communion with the
divine” (20). The fundamental difference
between the central character of the play and
everyone else is that he is determined in
staying true to himself and abandons the idea
of joining others. In today’s connected society,
themes like various aspects of humanity and
that of related to feminism will appeal greatly
to the modern generation if these are
presented in the medium that are their
cynosure, mobile devices. Once they start

viewing this kind of drama, latest digital trends
like machine learning and artificial intelligence
can come in handy to serve similar types of
plays in the future. Hence, they can be
engaged in a digitally connected space.

Paulesc studies lonesco’s another play
from feminism point of view and opines that
lonesco  strongly condemns the  sexual
domination and abuse of women in the society
and reasons that a friendly liking escalates into
rape because of male’s misunderstanding of
female sexuality (619).By the end of the play,
his genuine feelings of guilt and sense of
responsibility indicate that he resolutely
practices the most selfless kind of love, the
unmatched and unrequited love for all humanity
at large, going to the extent of being
concerned for the welfare of others, even of
those who have ridiculed him. In essence, this
type of all-encompassing love and dedication
towards others’ cause adds real meaning to
one’s life. Such a beautiful message is
communicated through the play without much
ado.

French playwright Jean Genet’s The
Balcony (1956) uses the backdrop of a brothel
to denounce the corruption and meanness of
which all people are inherently capable.
Deeply influential and widely celebrated, the
play maintains a profound and significant
reflection of the playwright’'s contemporary
society. The play is highly influenced by Antonin
Artaud’s the theatre of cruelty. Out of total nine
scenes of the play, eight are set inside the
Grand Balcony brothel. Genet has manifested
the brothel as a repository of illusions parallel
to a contemporary European city ablaze with
unrest and revolution. Once the city’s royal
palace and existing rulers are destroyed, the
brothel’s costumed clientele imitate the earlier
leaders of the city. As the masqueraders warm
to play on their roles, they are convinced that
the revolutionaries in their created illusion
created inside the bordello are preferable to
those in reality. Genet is predominantly
contemptuous towards those in power. Outside
of the brothel, the unnamed city is witnessing a
revolution  without any clear objective
mentioned for it. For most parts of the play, it is
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ambiguous whether the city’s revolution is real,
or a convoluted extension of the fantasies
being panned out in the brothel, which is called
the Grand Balcony.

Genet has purposefully concealed the
location of the play to allow it to be
interpreted for the stage in any meaningful
way. Most of the characters in The Balcony are
looking for opportunities to be memorialized in
a remarkable way. Everyone is frantically
looking forward to be remembered for days to
come. This need is the prominent element in the
play which seems to be linked to the horror of
death that accompanies every single fantasy
played out. The definition of reality and truth
are almost imperceptible in The Balcony. Most
events and actions of the play take place in an
unusual post-modern state where only a few
things can be taken at their face value. Men of
lower strata of the society like to masquerade
as avuthoritarian figures that they can only
fancy about. Nelson says that the play declares
another message having only an incidental
connection with the brothel settings where
reality and illusion are indistinguishable from
one another, as indistinguishable as are dying
and living (60).

An ordinary man always fancies the
realities of a respectable society. Plunka says
that “The Balcony is an attack on French society
in the 1950s, when a postwar sense of national
unity was purchased by a fascination with new
commodities and stylish preoccupation” (140).
The orchestrated illusions manifested inside the
brothel are in fact far apart from day-to-day
reality as are the divergence between life and
death. In the midst of a war-torn city, a brothel,
a place that can be seen as an extension of
contemporary world, caters to the sophisticated
role-playing fantasies of men from all walks of
life much like one of the wishes of today’s
youth. The play is highly influenced by Antonin
Artaud’s ‘Theatre of Cruelty’ and is a theatre in
the genre of anti-establishment of the mid-
twentieth century. Artaud never trusted Western
theatre to function as a real theatre and show
the actual purpose of human beings and society
in proper sense. The purpose of Artaud’s
innovative theatre is to demonstrate images on

stage and attack the senses of the audience
that are cruel to the established norms of the
society. Omar notes that “when the characters
achieve a state of power, they show another
side of their nature, in which they become cruel
to the ones that are minor and powerless” (74).

Subject matters, concepts ingrained
with the above mentioned themes, and
characters so closely related to present day
world have always been of much interest for
the modern day youth. What's lacking is a
proper means to express those and present
before them by those media equally lovable to
them. There is hardly any doubt left in one’s
mind that such requirements can be appositely
fitted with the help of the new age digital
technology and be made available on internet
for its audience to watch as per their
convenience. The waning viewership of theatre
shall definitely show an upward surge with the
confluence of experimental theatre and digital
media. For in a modern day world, the age-old
and conventional methods need an extensive
overhaul. Stereotypes associated with
traditional theatre should be replaced by the
ever evolving protocols, supported by cutting-
edge digital technology. By no means is the
primary obijective of fuelling the audience with
thought-provoking ideas manifested by the
theatre obsolete in any manner. It's just their
method of representation needs a make-over
and become compatible with a digitally
connected world.

The dividing lines between the
conventional plays and those in the sphere of
experimental theatre are not certainly very
much blurred, but it requires exhaustive efforts
to etch those finer lines between the two with
the help of digital media in a digital world. If
this aim is achieved, it will go a long way in
establishing the different dimensions of
experimental theatre in a connected world
through the selected plays of Brecht, Genet and
lonesco. Not only will this unique combination of
experimental theatre and digital media make
the unknown facets of experimental theatre
come out in the open, but also will inspire the
budding dramatists to adapt to the pressing
needs of their contemporary society and very
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well suited to a digitally connected audience.
Consequently, the outcome of this confluence of
experimental theatre and digital media will lay
a foundation for a thought-provoking and
action-oriented theatre and help the society
transform itself into a better place for every
human being.
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